Bacillus keratitis associated with contaminated contact lens care systems.
We examined two soft contact lens wearers who developed keratitis associated with Bacillus contamination of their contact lens care systems. Patient 1 developed a corneal ulcer caused by B. subtilis, and Patient 2 demonstrated multiple, diffuse, punctate corneal epithelial opacities associated with B. cereus contamination in the contact lens and lens case compartment. The contact lens cases of both patients contained Bacillus spores that survived multiple heat disinfection treatments. Three different contact lens chemical disinfection systems used for the minimum recommended time failed to kill the Bacillus organisms.